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Harris Foreign Policy Essay:

Fall of Communism Unleashed Era of Change
including Ethnic & Religious Violence but also Hope for World Reform
Zanesville, Ohio (for September 11th, 2006) – James Brodbelt Harris, the 2006 Reagan Republican candidate for Congress in Ohio’s 18th District, is releasing his basic foreign policy position in a policy essay (see attached).

Harris has campaigned almost entirely on a Reagan Republican economic agenda of lower taxes, more economic growth, limiting government’s obesity and corruption, and restraining spending. Ohio’s economy and many do-nothing, corrupt, or bankrupt incumbents have failed, and Ohio leads most other states in bankruptcies, foreclosures, job losses, low economic growth, capital flight, population loss and high tax burdens. Harris offers economic growth and says, “Ohio’s economy has failed. It’s time for a change.”
However, in light of the 5 year anniversary of September 11th, and the ongoing war, Harris believes voters deserve not only a representative for local economic concerns but an intelligent leader who will add value to America’s foreign policy decision making process. Among others, in 1987 Harris represented America during the Reagan years in the first year of high school exchange programs with the Soviet Union during glasnost and perestroika, and carefully observed Communism’s subsequent fall. On September 11th, 2001, Harris lived in midtown Manhattan and observed first hand the aftermath of destruction and terrorist hatred. Harris comments: “On September 11th, all Americans felt victimized, and what we have now realized is that many nations beyond our borders have failed and want to export violence. This violence was unleashed after the end of the cold war, and has not abated, but with American courage, we can fight back terrorism and reform failed governments so that America’s children will be safer in the coming decades. This Era of Change will test us with its volatility, but by defeating terror and with reforms, the world will be put on a better path and America’s security will increase.”
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Fall of Berlin Wall and Communist Empire Unleashed Era of Change including Ethnic & Religious Violence but also Hope for World Reform
The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and of Soviet Communism’s empire soon after ended the bi-polar, status-quo Cold War era, and unleashed the new Era of Change, in which the world faces reemerging ethnic and religious violence but also sees hope for global reforms. The terrorist attack on America in 2001 is the most striking example of violence in a new world era in which ethnic or religious fanaticism, long kept in control by authoritarian tyrannies, has sprung out into the world. It seems new, but this radicalism has always been smoldering and building up under the tightly controlled box of communist or tyrannical regimes, and so with their collapse, violent radicalism has been unleashed. Though the one-off surge in violence appears to chart a terrifyingly large growth rate, the world should take solace that this unleashing of pent-up hate is largely a singular event and all else the same, will abate, especially with a wise, firm American foreign policy. 
As the sole remaining superpower, America has the ability, interest and duty to lead the effort against international terrorists, while not overextending herself militarily, economically, or ethically. Where America’s actions were once opposed by the Soviets or restrained by affiliations with questionable allies, America now has the ability to pursue a foreign policy that roots out enemies where we find them and that tilts policy toward regimes that honor freedom, law and constitutional rights. Using force against sponsors of terrorism relates to our present ability to protect our nation’s citizens without regard to Soviet opposition, and using cultural exchanges, trade, intelligence and diplomacy to reform failed states relates to our national interest to address dysfunction and thus reform governments whose tyrannies breed anti-American hatred. Our victory in Iraq arrives as we build up the government and security of that country so that we may bring our troops home. All Americans recognize the costs in casualties and budgets, and work to ensure that these lamentable losses in the name of global order must be repaid with demonstrably better security for Americans. 
America created NATO, the UN, the World Bank and other world bodies, and we must make these institutions work for us and for global reform toward Constitutionalism and private rights. While some allies have felt awkward in the past decade after the fall of the Soviet Union with our unchecked power, over time they and we will adapt to the end of the bi-polar world and settle into a new world balance. We Americans are not the world’s policemen and do not have unlimited power, but we must oppose organized fanatics that sponsor terrorism and we must pursue a foreign policy of global constitutional reforms to selectively reform failed states so they no longer breed anti-American hatred or terrorism. Often trade, culture, and diplomacy will be more powerful tools of reform than bombs or invasions, but not in every case and we must remain diligent and vigilant. We must utilize our allies and international agreements in this Era of Change, repelling the surge of violence while hastening the reform of failed governments. The Era of Change has unleashed pent-up violence, but we must not fear that this violence will go on forever. By opposing violent fanatics and by reforming key governments, we will navigate the choppy waters of this era as the world moves toward hope on the horizon. With victory over Communism complete, and by opposing authoritarianism, fanatical hatred, and ethnic and religious terrorism in this new era, America can lead the world to governmental reforms, ordered on Constitutionalism and private rights. In this Era of Change, America has the ability and hope to change the world for the better, and in return, a better world will provide safety to America. In this era, our military is vitally important, but even it is a weaker tool for change than the Constitution of the United States and our Declaration of Independence, which have become our internationally recognized Statutes of Liberty.
It is reasonable to wish that we could isolate ourselves from foreign violence by setting an example for the world, growing our wealth, barring outsiders while admitting a small number of legal immigrants and refugees to improve our society. Unfortunately, though, the American dream has been consistently under attack from the outside. Violent foreign antagonists for generations have threatened our trade, our fleets, our cities, and our monuments. Violence is bred offshore in government failure, where working governments are not only large and tyrannical but malicious and evil, or where failed societies leave citizens in poverty, fear, or anarchy. In years past, our powerful military effectively kept us safe from conventional threats, deterred or contained enemies, and acted as a fortress for our way of life. Now, however, we must diplomatically, culturally, politically and militarily face extremist terrorism and foreign malfunction, because the costs to us are large in a world of WMD such as biological agents or nuclear devices. We must set our own example for the world by pursuing an excellent domestic agenda, but we must also deal with foreign failure when the time or need requires. Our basic safety as Americans is founded in our people, our culture, our savings and wealth, and our Constitutional society, but our long term security is improved when the rest of the world is largely free from widespread tyranny or religious and ethnic violence.
In this Era of Change, Americans pursue a realist policy when we realize that we will not be free from violence unless certain failed states are methodically and idealistically reformed so that they no longer incubate hatred. In this Era of Change, some of the most pragmatic tools to reform failed states remain our American culture, diplomacy, tolerance and American trade.
The world stands one foot in the modern era and one foot in the dark ages. We Americans and our allies must help the world’s failed states achieve a kind of normalcy step by step if the world is to take a giant leap forward towards peace and growth without constant terror or violence. 
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