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Harris Kept Promise to Ohio GOP to Limit Spending
Zanesville, Ohio (April 29, 2006) – James Brodbelt Harris, CFA, the Republican primary opponent to Bob Ney (OH-18), made an early promise to Ohio’s GOP leadership that he would not swamp Ney with campaign expenditures, and now, at the end of the campaign, he has remained true to his word, saying “I’ve kept my promise to the Ohio GOP”. At the same time, he promised that if he were nominated, then he would make a six figure loan or gift to his Congressional campaign and wage a vigorous fight against the Democrats. But in this March-April primary challenge, Harris has pursued a no-budget campaign of ideas, meeting thousands of Republicans but spending only several hundred dollars on campaign literature and running his own website. Total campaign spending including meals and travel was relatively small, and Harris never actively solicited campaign funds for the race. By comparison, Ney’s Goliath-sized campaign received over a million dollars, mostly from PAC’s, and has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on staff, consulting, legal fees, overhead, and glossy, fraudulent attack-literature mailers sent out against Harris. 

Comparison of Campaign Expenditures 2005-2006 cycle (Source: FEC website, Harris) 
James Brodbelt Harris: spent hundreds of dollars on literature, not including misc. exp.
Bob Ney: raised $1.2 million dollars, mostly from special interest PAC’s, spending $818 thousand for reelection.
Zach Space: raised $145 thousand, spent $69 thousand

Jennifer Stewart: raised $17 thousand, spent $8 thousand

Joe Sulzer: raised $365 thousand, spent $193 thousand, including on TV ads
Other candidates: unknown, withdrew, or not reported

Tom Campbell: raised $204 thousand, spent $203 thousand. Received 29.9% of the primary vote in a primary challenge this year in Texas against Rep. Tom Delay
Tom Delay: raised $3.7 million, spent $2.3 million, reserving the remainder after retirement for legal fees and other lawful expenses.

Harris ran as a pro-growth Reagan-Republican proposing to limit government obesity and to restrain spending in order to hold down tax rates and promote economic growth. Harris did not campaign with any mailings, campaign office or advertising, and at the outset expected to receive only several percent of the vote while promoting his economic policies. Better financed well-known Republican challengers and primary candidates over the years have included luminaries like Ronald Reagan (who received 16% of the votes at the Republican National Convention in 1968), George Bush (who received 22% of primary vote in 1980), George W. Bush (who received 30% in the New Hampshire primary), John McCain (who won several primaries but eventually abandoned his candidacy in 2000), and Central Ohio’s great Republican Congressman John Ashbrook (who received around 9% of the vote in the New Hampshire, Florida, and California Presidential primaries against Nixon in 1972).
Ashbrook’s run against Nixon is instructive. Though he lost pretty well against an entrenched incumbent, Ashbrook’s challenge helped set the stage for the Reagan Revolution. The conservative think-tank in Ohio, the Ashbrook Center, says the well-known Ashbrook ran in 1972 against Nixon, big government, and “unbridled national power with a resultant loss of individual freedom and local autonomy.” Ashbrook criticized Nixon for “the presentation of liberal policies in the verbal trappings of conservatism.” He “especially opposed the president's budget deficits” and wage and price controls. Ronald Reagan said, “John Ashbrook was a man of courage and principle. He served his constituents and his country with dedication and devotion, always working towards the betterment of his fellow man. His patriotism and deep belief in the greatness of America never wavered and his articulate and passionate calls for a return to old-fashioned American values earned him the respect of all who knew him.” George H. W. Bush said, “As one of John's colleagues in the House, I know first hand that he was recognized on both sides of the political aisle as a fierce but fair advocate, as a dedicated and tireless worker, as one of those rare individuals who would rather stand alone in fighting for what he thought to be right than compromise his beliefs.” With regard to his primary campaign, James Brodbelt Harris has the following thoughts:

“I ran as a pro-growth Reagan Republican proposing to restrain spending, lower taxes and limit government obesity, thereby growing our economy. The national debt is out of control, and Ohio’s economy has stagnated at a long term growth rate of 1% because of too much taxation, overspending, regulation, and special interest lobbying. While the nation faces an immigration crisis, Ohio faces an emigration crisis, as entrepreneurs and businessmen, young and old, workers and the wealthy, flee our high tax, big budget state. I first thought special interest corruption and dependency were narrow, but in this campaign I realize that we Americans and we Ohioans are all too dependent upon government welfare and have lost our self-reliance. Our feeding frenzy on government spending includes not only special interest lobbyists and PACs and those traditionally labeled “on welfare”, but includes many of our American businesses, cities, towns and departments who all think they can get something for nothing. Free enterprise, entrepreneurship, pioneer spirit and trade made our country and Ohio rich, but over-spending, subsidization, protectionism and government-reliance are leading this state down the path to permanent economic stagnation and second-class status.
If I win, then I’ll work shoulder to shoulder with the county and state GOP officers to win election in November, lending considerable campaign contributions to my campaign to ensure Reagan Republicanism is alive in Congress. If Ney is the nominee, then I will, providing that by November he is cleared of any federal bribery conspiracy investigation, vote for him and all Ohio Republican nominees for election. If Ney is charged with a federal felony by the Bush administration, then I will call for Ney’s immediate resignation. Though a juror must presume legal innocence, we Republicans and citizens would recognize the obvious: Ney’s political career would be over. Clearly any evidence behind any federal charge would likely be significant, recognizing the high conviction rates earned by our federal U.S. Attorneys. Election to Congress is not a lifetime appointment, and we Republicans must stand on principle. I will not endorse political corruption and will not associate my party or my family name with wrong-doing, and so I will watch this ongoing investigation closely. The Neybramoff Scandal has cost our party dearly.
Should Ney be nominated and later resign, then the primary election will restart after an unexpected abeyance, and I’ll likely re-continue my campaign for the party nomination in the party’s Special Election, and compete also in the Congressional Special Election, if called by the Governor, for the remainder of the current term.

Regarding economic philosophy, Reagan Republicans and other free market conservatives or libertarians have renewed this party in my generation in a quest for our grail: jobs and wealth for American families nationwide. The Bob Ney Big Spenders in the party only love varying combinations of spending, taxes, or debt and have pulled us down the path to economic stagnation and to the edge of political ruin. They pretend to say Jobs and Economic Development but really mean Spending, Subsidies and Pork, and Taxes, Tariffs and Debt. Regarding economic philosophy, we’ve met our opponents and, too often, they are among us. There is a vigorous argument within our political family, pitting the native sons with authentic Reagan Republican roots and ideas against our step-fathers and step-brothers with their big government welfare philosophy. I’m no Hamlet, but I do think Big Spenders have usurped power where they can, and for our own sakes, we must challenge the encroachments on our liberties, and by opposing, end them. They want to socialize our rights and property with taxes or debt, hoping to spend more on their government obesity while protecting turf with political barriers and rhetorical tanks. I got into this primary challenge with a few guts and a lot of principles, and no matter the odds, I stand athwart obese government’s oncoming tank, saying, “Stop.””
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Biography:

James Brodbelt Harris, CFA, a native of central Ohio and a resident of Muskingum County at the eastern edge of metropolitan Columbus, operates an investment firm, Harris Investment and Property, and analyzes stocks and property investments. A Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) charterholder and a graduate of Dartmouth College (AB 1991), Harris periodically publishes financial research reports and was a co-author of the Corporate Governance Handbook (NYSSA, 2003). A relative of Governor Andrew L. Harris, the author participates in his family’s “Ohio Century Farm” and has authored several historical monographs relating to local history in addition to financial works. Harris’s family has been farming for over 200 years in the same Ohio township, and Harris is an 8th generation Ohioan with over 25 years of residence in East-Central Ohio. Harris is a Republican candidate for Congress in Ohio’s 18th Congressional District. His website is: www.HarrisForOhio.com 
