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HARRIS SIGNS PROMISSORY NOTE 

TO SMALL BUSINESSES AND TAXPAYERS
Zanesville, Ohio (August 22, 2006) – James Brodbelt Harris argues that he is the spending restraint and anti-tax candidate in the 18th Congressional District. 

Earlier this year, Harris met with top anti-spending and anti-tax organizations, and signed pledges to taxpayers that if elected to Congress that he would not raise net tax rates nor support runaway spending. The anti-tax group Americans for Tax Reform issued a press release applauding Harris and has encouraged other Ohioans to take the same pledge, including state legislators and Senator Mike DeWine. To date, almost all Republican Congressmen and many Ohio Republican legislators have signed the pledge (including Bob Ney, but not Joy Padgett). Harris also signed anti-spending or anti-tax statements or pledges and released them to the National Taxpayers Union and the Citizens Against Government Waste, and asks incumbent Joy Padgett to do the same:

“I call on incumbent Joy Padgett to sign a promissory note to taxpayers, pledging not to raise taxes if elected to Congress, but I wonder aloud whether her signed promise is worth much. A million dollar bankrupt, she has broken her promise to repay an SBA loan risking taxpayers’ money, and consequently, taxpayers and small businessmen cannot trust her to lower tax burdens or restrain spending if elected to Congress.”

“I call on her to debate me on her tax and spend record in regular open forums organized by Republican county Chairmen, local libraries or papers, the League of Women Voters, or any good civic citizens. I challenge her or any other willing candidates to five debates in Zanesville, Mount Vernon, Chillicothe, New Philadelphia and Newark.”

“Ohio Republicans elected our incumbents to restrain spending, lower taxes, promote free enterprise, diversify our economy, and increase economic growth, trade, wealth and jobs. Incumbents and predatory borrowers like Padgett have failed us, and have spent us into stagnation obeying their special interests. From 1997 to 2004, real GSP (Gross State Product) has increased less than one percent per year, and even less per capita. In that period, net taxes raised by Ohio have risen from $18.9 billion to $26.3 billion, and Ohio taxes as a percentage of GSP have actually risen, from 6.14% to 6.27%. Ohio leads most or all other states in job losses, bankruptcies, foreclosures, low economic growth, capital flight, emigration, and tax burdens. Ohio voters are sending a message loud and clear this year: They will reject Republican officials who tax and spend like Democrats.”

Graphs: Increasing Ohio tax burden, as percentage of GSP; Ohio Emigration Crisis
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(Sources: Ohio Department of Taxation, Annual Reports, Net Taxes Collected (by FY) shifted 6 months to CY then added to locally collected state taxes (by CY, Ohio Estate Tax, etc); Ohio Department of Development, Gross State Product, population estimates; in and out migration chart from state report; underlying date available upon request).
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