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Harris Pressures Padgett to Sign ATR anti-tax pledge
Zanesville, Ohio (September 9th, 2006) – James Brodbelt Harris, CFA, the “Reagan Republican” candidate (OH-18) in Thursday’s special election to replace Rep. Ney as nominee, is putting pressure on frontrunner incumbent Joy Padgett, who has filed for a million dollar personal bankruptcy and who has defaulted on a large U.S. Government guaranteed SBA Loan, breaking her promises to taxpayers and creditors. 

Harris says, “Padgett has failed as an incumbent in the legislature. Ohio leads most other states in bankruptcies and foreclosures, capital flight and population loss, tax burden, low economic growth, and job losses. I and Ney and most other Republican Congressmen have signed the Americans for Tax Reform anti-tax pledge, but Padgett is not on the list of pledge signers. A long time Democrat voted in by Republican cronies, she doesn’t vote Republican. I am a Reagan Republican and if elected, I’ll vote Republican.”

September 10th Postscript:

HARRIS ALREADY MAKING IMPACT ON CONGRESSIONAL POLICY

Over the weekend, James Brodbelt Harris retrieved a voice mail from the Federal Congressional director at the Americans for Tax Reform, the taxpayer group which sponsors the well known anti-tax pledge, indicating that Joy Padgett had late on Friday faxed in a hastily signed pledge, presumably after Harris’s campaign had taken its toll. Friday morning, ATR had indicated to Harris that Padgett was still in negotiations (after how many weeks), but over the weekend, the spokeswoman thanked Harris for his involvement in calling for Padgett to join the anti-tax community. Had Padgett been nominated without signing the pledge, then she would have been largely untouchable by tax reformers and free to raise taxes. Now, she will be held accountable if elected.

Harris says, “In the spring, my firm stance in support of the bulk of the Patriot Act helped Rep. Bob Ney switch his vote to renew the Act this year, though he stood stridently opposed in years past among a handful of Republicans. I called on Ney to retire, while Padgett, his number one endorser, remained a dumb-mute. Now that Ney has chosen to retire with the blessing of Majority Leader Boehner, all Ohio Republicans have sighed with relief that we may actually keep this seat, though Padgett still has never really condemned the corruption connected with Ney’s cronies. And this weekend, with Padgett’s reversal or late conversion to the anti-tax cause of Americans for Tax Reform, I again have had an impact on likely congressional policy, and I’ve not even been elected! Now there is a real chance to elect a Republican, her or me, who has anti-tax credentials, at least on paper. In her case, her signed promise is pitifully shaky, since she just defaulted on one promissory note, the infamous 15 year SBA Loan. But if the pledge will hold her feet to the fire, then I’ve succeeded. Just as she entered personal bankruptcy after breaking her SBA pledge, she will enter political bankruptcy if she tries to raise or create new taxes.”
“Politics is not about salary and perks and pictures in the paper. For me, it’s actually about policies and votes and getting things done. It actually matters who is elected and how he votes. Not even elected, I’ve already changed Congressional policy by pursuing an anti-corruption campaign focused on limited government, less spending, and a reduced tax burden coupled with greater security. Because of me, at least in part, Ney changed his vote, Ney retired increasing Republican odds, and Padgett has promised tax cuts. To this race I’ve already brought change. And that’s good, because for us Reagan Republicans in Ohio, it’s time for a change.”
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